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Public Health Emergency declared 

under Public Health Act April 14, 2016
 To bring public attention

 To improve real-time information sharing

 To strengthen existing interventions (e.g., naloxone 

distribution)

 To identify new actions
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Joint Task Force on Overdose 

Prevention and  Response

 Joint Task Force on Overdose Response announced 

on July 27, 2016 

 Co-chaired by Provincial Health Officer, Dr. Perry 

Kendall and Assistant Deputy Minister and Director 

of Police Services, Clayton Pecknold

 Ground-breaking integration of health and public 

safety sector

 Designed to rapidly accelerate provincial response 
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BC’s Plan: Seven Key Areas of Focus

1. Immediate response to an overdose

2. Preventing overdoses before they happen

3. Public education and awareness about overdose 

prevention and response

4. Monitoring, surveillance, and applied research 
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Key Areas of Focus - Continued

5. Improvements to federal legislation, notably the 

federal Controlled Drugs and Substances Act 

and Precursor Control Regulations 

6. Improving federal enforcement and interdiction 

strategies

7. Enhancing the capacity of police to support harm 

reduction efforts related to street drugs
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BC Data and Rates
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Illicit Drug Overdose Deaths including and 

excluding Fentanyl 2007 - 2016

8



9



BC Data by Gender / Age
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BC Data by Township of Injury
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Health Authority Data
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Resources for Teachers and Schools

The Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH) have put 

together a set of web based resources that can be found on the 

Healthy Schools BC website at:

http://www.healthyschoolsbc.ca/program/427/centre-for-

addiction-and-mental-healthresources-for-teachersschools

The Centre for Addiction Research (CARBC) at Uvic

http://www.uvic.ca/research/centres/carbc/publications/helping-

schools/index.php
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